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Foreword

It is easier for me to write in English as I am keen to make this material available soonest. The
sole motive to write this foreword was to point the reader to a few historically important
revelations in my grandfather Hamid Hakimi’s memoires because - if I am not mistaken - he
provides some first-hand information previously unknown to historians.

Some of what he relates seem trivial in comparison but all show the difficulties faced by
Modernizers in Iran (for example the real reason behind Reza Shah’s dismissal of one of Tehran’s
mayors was due to corruption whereas the story made popular by the Iranian Left was that the he
was dismissed because the council staff neglected to sweep a street leading to the Shah’s palace in
Shemiran! It seems absurd today that a government would keep a corruption story under wraps

to save face which only helped fuel such gossip). There is however at least r very important items

concerning critical events in Iran’s history.

. Reza Shah’s attempts to reduce Clerical influence: The clergy opposed modernization at
every opportunity throughout Iranian history. Specifically one measure they opposed was
the modernization of the judiciary and justice system in Iran. Moreover they opposed
removal of colonial laws of Capitulation from the statute. There is a very interesting
account of how Reza Shah tried to reduce the influence of clergy by directly limiting the
number of turbans (as the clergy wear turbans) in each province and city and other
measures such as removing the Right to turban (meaning clergies’s sons automatically
inheriting the father’s turban - clerical position).

r.  Anglo-Soviet Occupation of Iran: there is some startling behind the scene information on
how Mohammad Reza Shah was duped into dismissing the government of Ebrahim
Hakimi (Hamid Hakimi’s maternal uncle) at the most critical time when his
government’s representatives were to submit the first complaint to the newly formed
Security Council in London about the continued occupation of Iran long after cessation of
World War II hostilities. It also cleared another mystery for me. In the historical
archives there is a photo of the team that represented Iran in the Security Council.
Present in the photo were Mr. Soheili ex-prime minister of Iran and Ebrahim’s borther
Abolhassan Hakimi. It puzzled me for a long time as to what they were doing there.
Abolhassan could have been serving in the UN but what was Soheili doing there? I could
not find any explanation at the time. Soheili’s official role at the time was Ambassador to
Egypt. Ebrahim Hakimi held out till the complaint was lodged then resigned. He later
explained to Hamid Hakimi that he had instructed Soheili to go to London to meet with
the Russians in order to find an amicable solution to the crisis quietly. He has specifically
selected Soheili because the latter was respected by the Soviets as someone they would
deal with (in addition Hakimi and Soheilie were natives of Azarbiajan and he trusted hife
fellow Azarbaijani Soheili). My grandfather goes on to give the behind the scenes account
of the crisis which had it not been for Ebrahim Hakimi’s actions would have culminated
in the separation of (the Iranian-) Azarbiajan. He also provides explanations for (a)
Shah’s anger with Ahmad Ghavam thereby ordering the withdrawl of Ghavam’s title
Jenab e Ashrafyears later, and (b) the reason Wallace S. Murray the American
Ambassador to Iran was abrupty and unceremoniously removed from his post by the
order of President Truman (for giving in to the Anglo-Soviets). It was American pressure
on the Soviets, Truman claiming that he warned Stalin was risking nuclear confrontation
with the US by not withdrawing their troops from Iran. Ahmad Ghavam took all the
credit for himself. I have provided in last appendix some newspaper archives of the period
to show the vitriol unleashed on Hakimi and the Persian Government.

r. Mossadegh: He provides first hand accounts of Ebrahim Hakimi’s dealings with the Shah
and the Parliament during Mossadegh’s premiership.

These memoires are more than a glimpse into the life of a high career civil servant in Iran and the
petty politics or the ever present corruption he had to deal with throughout. His life is an example
of one of the young Modernists for whom, service meant dragging Iran out of the quagmire of

iv



Qajar rule and all the damage it had done reducing the country to all but a vassal of Britain. The
Qajar had mortgaged everthing granting concessions to foreigners. The last statement is no

exaggeration. The history of Iran in the last r. years or so has been about an internal cultural,

moral and psychological as well as sometimes a physical war against modernity. The failure of the
modernizers in Iran is key to understanding present Iran. As an active reformer in a number of
spheres (government ministries) his experiences were unique. He was ahead of his time in his
personal and professional life. The latter is evident by his acts and the reforms he initiated.

Young Iranians have woken up to the importance of history because they are realizing two
revolutions in one century are indicative of a national flaw (we are repeating past mistakes). Only
now are we are beginning to appreciate the achievement of what one writer called the Key Players
of the Golden Age of Pahlavis. It is impossible for an Iranian today to imagine, let alone

appreciate the conditions of Iran in the early rth century. Hamid Hakimi was a keen
photographer, and although not much has survived of his photographs because he left Iran only in

the cloths he was wearing, a few photographs have survived and among the photos I have seen
haunting photos of Southern Iran, taken during his inspection of the Navy and the towns of

Persian Gulf in early w-’s. The poverty was unimaginable with children running around naked and
the adult men not faring much better wearing loincloths.

I was surprised by how accurate he was in his recall of historical events and I have provided
footnotes explaining as much as I could. He was discrete and did not name certain people which
made the task sometimes quite difficult but through some detetective work I identified those that
were historically significant. I have also tried to identify where possible the modern name and
surnames of people mentioned by the Qajar style titles. Given my limited resources outside Iran, I
invite the reader to notify me of any erorrs and corrections.

Hamid Behzadi

London, rr and Singapore, wth December r.
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MCKINZIE: You mentioned that India was something to be considered unto itself, and we'll talk about that in just a moment, but I
would also like to ask you if you considered Iran as a country unto itself. As I understand, President Roosevelt had a special hope for the
development of Iran. He believed that here would be the test of the idea contained in the Atlantic Charter and the United Nations
Declaration. If, indeed, the nations which signed those two documents did believe in the right of national self-determination, if they did
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not have territorial ambitions, the Soviet Union and the United States would focus on Iran as an area near which both had interests and
see Iran develop and have multilateral trade and all this kind of thing. Was there any special attention given to Iran, that you recall, in the
early postwar period?

DEIMEL: No, I don't recall any, especially. It certainly got its share, I think. I was never actually in on it. Well, I did make a trip out
there in '¢A, and that's my only knowledge of Iran, firsthand knowledge. Our efforts, the aid program, to develop Iran, I think, were
substantial. I don't remember thinking of it much in terms of the cold war, of course. Wallace Murray, who was Ambassador to Iran, told
me afterwards, "Well, it's the one place where we did push the Russians back, after the war" —- I mean, after the idea of cooperation,
instead of the cold war, had then gone by the board. No, my impression was that Iran was and always has been an important element in
our foreign aid economic program, ever since Point IV, and perhaps second only to India. I mean, I'm reserving Europe; that was a
reconstruction job. But perhaps second only to India would come Iran. But I didn't participate.

MCKINZIE: I ask everyone who was in the Near Eastern Division if they can help with the historical problem that developed over Iran.
In a book that President Truman wrote or dictated after his retirement, he says thatin Ya¢e or early Y4 ¢4, when the Russians
had not withdrawn their troops from Iran as they had promised at the wartime conferences, he told Stalin that if he did not
withdraw those troops, he (Truman), would send the U.S. Sixth Fleet to the Persian Gulf, with the implication that there
would be some kind of Soviet—-American confrontation in the area. Now, the head of the historical office of the State Department
says that he can find no evidence that Truman ever communicated that idea to Stalin. Do you recall that there was ever such a
communication?

DEIMEL: No, I wouldn't have seen it. I can only, as I say, repeat this again: Wallace Murray, who was Ambassador to Iran —— I
think it was about that time — told me later, with considerable pride, "Well, we did push the Russians back in Iran." So that
would give backing for Truman's book, and whether you take what Truman said literally or as a sort of colloquialism, it seems to me
quite likely to be true —- quite credible would be the word, wouldn't it; quite fully credible. But I couldn't document this. I wasn't in on
any such exchange. And I don't suppose anything would be in the volumes of Foreign Aftairs which have been published?

MCKINZIE: There's no such document entered for yato or yqs-.

DEIMEL: Would it be conceivable that Truman meant, "I told him through my ambassadors?" I think it's quite likely that he did, and,

there, the Russians ran up against the possibility of confrontation and withdrew,

-A4 .
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At the end of Y4Y1, Agabekov was posted in Tehran as rezident of the OGPU Foreign Branch in Persia, where he was successful in
obtaining foreign powers' secret codes, recruiting agents and fomenting animosity against Britain amongst the local tribal leaders;
however, he failed in the task of dispatching back to the USSR the defector Boris Bazhanov, Joseph Stalin's former assistant. In April

Y4YA, back in Moscow, Agabekov was promoted to the position of chief of the OGPU Near Eastern Section After defection he wrote
OGPU: The Russian Secret Terror in Y47
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http://www .icj-cij.org/docket/files/y /v aaa.pdf

World Court Bars Ruling on Iran Oil

By THE NEW YORK TIMES, July 23, 1952

THE HAGUE, The Netherlands, July 22 -- The International Court of Justice ruled today by a vote of 9 to 5 that it had no jurisdiction in

the British-lranian dispute over oil nationalization. As a consequence, the court canceled its unheeded year-old injunction calling for

a temporary restoration of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company to control of its property.

Briton Votes Against London

The judges participating in the nonjurisdiction decision were President Sir Arnold Duncan McNair of Britain, Vice President Jose

Gustavo Guerrero of El Salvador, Bohdan Wieniraski of Poland, Milovan Zorcic of Yugoslavia, Helge Klaestad of Norway, Abdel Hamid

Badawi Pasha of Egypt, Hsu Mo of China, Enrique C. Armand Ugon of Uruguay and Karim Sandjabi of Iran, a temporary judge. Those
-4v.
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dissenting were Judges Jules Basdevant of France; Levi Fernandes Carneiro of Brazil, Green H. Hackworth of the United States,
Alejandor Alvarez of Chile and John E. Read of Canada.

Judge McNair's participation in the majority decision marked the first time in the history of the post-war court that a judge had
voted against his own Government. Court historians said the only precedent they could recall was in the early 1920's when another
British judge voted against his Government.

The decision was based on the majority finding that the 1933 oil concession was a simple contract rather than an international
agreement and that Britain could not invoke previous treaties because the Iranian declaration in 1932 accepting the court's
compulsory jurisdiction excluded disputes involving prior agreements.

A point at issue was the interpretation of the ambiguous 1932 Declaration, but the verdict said "the court is satisfied that it was the
manifest intention of the Government of Iran to exclude from the jurisdiction of the court disputes relating to the application of all
treaties and conventions accepted by it before ratification of the Declaration."

As to the status of the oil concession the court declared "it is nothing more than a concessionary contract between a government
and a foreign corporation * * * |t does not regulate in any way the relations between the two Governments."

Having reached its decision on this basis the court gave no ruling on variety of other points raised in the case.
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